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Islamic world had a vested interest in preserving the influence of Christianity through an alliance of Muslim rulers and states
(including the Caliphate), Christians were largely dependent on Muslim rulers to help spread and defend their religion. A great
deal of this was accomplished through Muslim rulers through military alliances and alliances for Muslim use to defend their
territories - the Holy War. As such, the alliance with the Umayya kings, the British, is regarded as the oldest military alliance of
all religions (in the world), dating back over 5000 years and lasting for almost 1000 years. From the time of the Muslim
conquest of India and the expansion of this nation into central Asia, Christian support of Muslim powers on the Muslim border
was always substantial. From Muslim victories at the Battle of Karimganj in 1548, through victories over the Byzantine
Emperor Sapor in 1162 and Caliph Umar's conquest of Istanbul in 1297, Christian support for Muslim rulers continued to
increase. As Muslims in the Muslim lands began to expand, a greater amount of Christian troops also became available. This
also contributed to the continued expansion of Islam and in turn, it made Christian support for Christian and Hindu regimes
more important. It is estimated that over a quarter of the world's population in the past 1300 years were Christians. Today, this
is believed to be the largest Jewish population in the world with over 7,000,000, and the Muslim majority on the Jewish
homeland. One of the most famous Muslims in history as well as one of the best-known Christians was Ibn Saud. After his
conversion to Islam around 1460 in Saladin's court in Mecca , he was the most powerful ruler of Mecca, Syria and Medina .
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